
Microbiology: current situation

• Recognition of medical microbiology as special professional title
• Since 2020, only for medical doctors
• Level 3 after clinical biology; 4-year training
• Possibility of partial recognition of years (max 2 years) undertaken during the general 

training in clinical biology
• Interuniversity courses in clinical microbiology and infectiology: French part (duration 

2 years); Dutch part (duration 1 year)
• Transitional measures for recognition still under discussion (for colleagues who 

obtained their recognition as clinical biologist after 30 May 2015), recognition after 
appeal procedure

• Current situation of medical microbiology
• Number of recognized medical microbiologists : Dutch n = 52; French n = 21
• Internship service: stagemeesters n = 8; maître de stage n = 1 (+ 1 ongoing)



Microbiology: remaining challenges

• Few places for internships

• No current reimbursement/ funding

• Recognition of medical microbiology pharmacists: 
• BVIKM sent mail to minister to ask for advice of the Royal Academies (= legal 

obligation)

• Positive advice from the Royal Academies

• Creation of a mixed working group (medical doctors/pharmacists) for the 
recognition criteria clinical biology
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